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Meeting Minutes of Horningtoft Parish Council 
Wednesday 10th November 2021 at 19.30 held at St Edmunds Church  

________________________________________________________________ 
 Parish Councillors present: Andrew Hill (Chairman), Tracey Hawke (Deputy Chairman), 

Graham Drew, Pauline Chapman, Ivan Baker  
 
 Also present: Donna Secker (Parish Clerk), County and District Councillor Kiddle-Morris.  
________________________________________________________________ 
 
Cllr Hill opened the meeting and thanked everyone for attending.  

1. To receive apologies for absence 
 No apologies received.  

2. To receive declarations of interest in items on the agenda and consider any requests for 
 dispensations 

 No Declarations declared.  

3. To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 8th September 2021 
 It was resolved to accept the minutes of the last meeting as a true record, and it was signed 
 by the Chairman.  
 After the minutes had been signed and during the meeting, Cllr Chapman raised a query in 
 the September minutes under item 9.2, Modification application for the addition of a public 
 footpath, this should have read-No update received for this application, the clerk will 
 monitor this.  

4. To receive updates from County and District Councillors 
 Breckland updates 
 County Cllr Kiddle-Morris will be acting as the Breckland Cllr until the bi-elections, which will 
 be held 2nd December, there will be four candidates running for the elections. 
 
 District/County Councillor reported that he has put an enquiry in regarding the Stanfield 
 illegal site and has a meeting with the Chief planning officer on Thursday. The site on 
 Dodman’s Lane will also be discussed at the planning meeting and any updates will be 
 reported back to the council. 
 
 The county report will be released soon, a meeting was held on Monday and waiting for the 
 information to be released which can then be shared to the council. 
 
 County Councillor Kiddle-Morris reported that no update had been received regarding the 
 ditch, but the council had received an update from the highways research and information 
 officer: This is the report:  
 

 The drainage ditch on the Western side is definitely a land drainage ditch so will be in the 
 riparian ownership of the adjacent landowners, although they most likely do not know this 
 as conveyancing solicitors seem to not include drainage ditches within the property title.  It 
 looks likely that this ditch connected together a series of ponds, but I am unable to say 
 whether the drainage system continues to the North of Church House or South of Grange 
 Farm. 
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 A letter of 1973 was found, which might be the start of the idea that the road-side ditches 
 were Highway’s responsibility. 
  
 The highway boundary answer given did not include any caveat that if an open drain had 
 been piped in the past, then the highway boundary will be reset to the original position of 
 the road-side edge of the drainage ditch.   It also appears that the historic highway 
 boundary line runs through the bus shelter building. Some photos show various gullies and 
 pipes mainly on Horningtoft Road but as there is surface water drainpipe draining into the 
 road gully, the thinking is that it is also a privately owned drainage system. 
  
 And finally, there seems to be 4-5 trees on the Eastern side of Church Road that have been 
 planted on the highway verge so are most likely to be highway trees. 

 

5. To report progress on items not on the agenda from the last meeting 

5.1 Modification application for the addition of a public footpath.  
     Cllr Chapman raised that we presently have 3 applications pending for public rights of 
     ways.  
     Horningtoft-NR20 Oxwick Road, Thumb Lane-submitted Dec 2019  
     Horningtoft-Oxwick Road, to B1146-Submitted Nov 2020 (Dodman’s Lane add restricted 
     byway 
     Brisley & Horningtoft-B1146-Harpers Green-Gateley Road as restricted          
     byway)-Submitted 2020  
  
     No updates have been received for any of the above applications. It was agreed to   
     remove these items from the agenda until further information is received.  

6. Open forum for Public Participation: an opportunity to hear from members  of the public 
 (Max 15 Minutes) 
 No public present. 

7. To report and update on highway matters 

 Pothole has been completed on the Whissonett road. Cllr Chapman raised the large pot-
 holes on Gravel Pit Lane, the council feel this is dangerous for horse’s/walkers and drivers 
 that use this road regularly. The clerk will chase this up.  
 
 Cllr Chapman would like a link on the website to be added to encourage parishioners to 
 report any potholes, or damage to the road directly to the Norfolk County Council site. The 
 clerk will action this.  

8. Planning Applications 

8.1 To receive planning applications by Breckland District 
     No new applications received.  

8.2   Update on application decisions taken by Breckland District 
    3PL/2021/1286/HOU-Homefield, Oxwick Road, proposed single storey extension to  
    front/side-Approved.  
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3PL/2021/1296/HOU-Meadowside, Fakenham Road, rear single storey extension-
Approved. 

3PL/2021/1201/HOU-Sycamore Cottage, Oxwick Road, two storey rear extension with 
inset balcony and single storey side extension. Conversion of existing outbuilding-
Approved    

9. Items to discuss or approve   

9.1  Ditch on Church Road to establish ownership 

 This item was discussed under Item 4, with the update from the highways research     
 and information officer.   

9.2  The update on the Village sign-B1146  
The clerk reported that the highways engineer has visited the site and agreed to 
locate the previous sign to a new position. This was agreed by the council, to re-
locate it on the same side of the road but further down towards Fakenham on the 
B1146. The clerk will inform highways.  

9.3  To discuss quotes for the grass cutting of the Church  
The Clerk had contacted three companies due to the existing company only 
attending four times out of the 10 requested cuts. Unfortunately, only one company 
was able to attend and inspect the site. The quote was £150 for the first cut with 
further cuts potentially being £100. The council are presently paying only £23.76 per 
cut with the existing company. The council agreed to continue with the existing 
company and the clerk will monitor the cuts.    

9.4  The Village Map  

 Cllr Chapman has been designing a new village map to be displayed in the notice 
 board. It will have a clear guidance of the footpaths and road names being clearly 
 labelled. The council viewed the draft copy and agreed for this to be completed.  

9.5  The sewage smell from the holiday lets  
Parishioners have been approaching the Cllr’s regarding the smell from the sewage, 
which is getting worse. The owner of the holiday lets reported that the motor was 
replaced a few months ago but unfortunately the gear box has now broken. The 
system is 21 years old and is struggling to find parts to repair the gear box. It was 
agreed by the council to insist this is fixed as soon as possible and a time scale will 
be put in place for this repaired before the next meeting.   

10. Finance 

10.1 To approve the list of payments 
 The Council approved the list of payments for November as detailed at the end of 
 the minutes.  

10.2 To approve the budget 
The budget was circulated along with the precept.  

10.3 To discuss and circulate the budgets for 2022/23 
The budgets and precepts were circulated, and this will be discussed further in 
January’s meeting.  

11. To receive items for the next meeting agenda 12th January 2022 
 Village Map 
 Update on the repair to sewage gear box   
 
 

mailto:pchorningtoft@gmail.com
http://www.horningtoftpc.wixstie.com/horningtoftpc


Parish Clerk: Donna Secker  07436 394270 
pchorningtoft@gmail.com   www.horningtoftpc.wixstie.com/horningtoftpc   
   
      
 

 Meeting finished at 2028 
 
 
 
 

 FINANCE: 31st Aug-Sept 2021    

 Balances:
- 

    

      

 Business Premium Account.     

  Balance at 31st Aug 2021  £2,416.33  

  Interest-6th Sept 21  £0.06  

  Total  £2,416.39  

      

 Community Account.     

  Balance at 1st August 2021  £750.14  

  Less presented chq   £498.72  

   Total £251.42  

      

  Breckland Precept  £975.00  

  Total  £1,226.42  

      

      

 Cheque 
number  

Cheque payable to Reason for Payment Cheque amount  

 479 D.K.Secker Oct-Nov /salary  £144.60  

 480 CGM Group Inv 243221 £23.76   
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